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ACADEMIC STANDARDS 
AND REGULATIONS

Credits Only those students who are officially registered in a 
course (i.e., by approval of the dean of the School of Architecture 
or a faculty adviser and notification of the Office of Admissions and 
Records) will have grades and credits entered on their records.

Satisfactory Progress Toward Degree The bachelor of architec-
ture degree program is a rigorous course of study that seeks to 
prepare students intellectually and professionally for the inves-
tigation and making of architecture. The privilege of studying at 
The Cooper Union, with the benefit of a 50% tuition scholarship 
for all admitted undergraduate students, brings with it important 
responsibilities. For students in the School of Architecture, these 
responsibilities include meeting the requirements of a demanding 
professional curriculum. All students who accept our offer 
of admission are expected to fully commit themselves to 
completing the degree requirements in accordance with the 
curriculum, which has been designed with great attention 
to sequence, prerequisites and the relationships between course 
work and the goals of each design studio. All classes that comprise 
the curriculum are essential to the education of an architect, and 
must be successfully completed by each student in the year 
and sequence intended. Students admitted as freshmen 
will complete the program in five years; transfer students will 
complete the program in accordance with their placement in the 
design sequence.
 Students who do not successfully complete required courses 
as outlined in the curriculum will not be permitted to advance to the 
next year of study until the missing requirement(s) is/are completed. 
Since make-up classes are not offered at The Cooper Union, 
missing requirements may need to be fulfilled through course-
work taken outside The Cooper Union. The intention to complete 
requirements outside The Cooper Union requires a meeting with 
the appropriate academic adviser or faculty member in order to 
obtain advance approval of the potential substitute course, and 
to confirm the minimum grade required in order for transfer credit 
to be awarded. It is the responsibility of the student to locate an 
eligible course at a college/university that allows part-time/summer 
study; the approved course will be taken at the student’s expense. 
Students making up courses in this manner will be permitted to 
register for Cooper Union classes in September only after the 
Office of Admissions and Records receives a transcript showing 
the successful completion of these courses. It is in the best 
interest of each student to complete their coursework here at 
Cooper Union in conformance with the approved curriculum.

 A student must pass a sufficient number of credits each 
semester to complete his or her degree requirements within five 
years of study. When dropping or adding courses, a student must 
follow all degree requirements for their particular year of study.
 The normal course load is 15–19 credits per semester. 
Students are required to be registered for a minimum of 12 credits 
per semester. Failure to maintain satisfactory progress toward the 
degree may be grounds for dismissal.
 Students are eligible to register for more than 18 credits per 
semester, but not more than 20, if they have received at least a 
3.0 rating for the previous semester.

Transfer Students When admitted, transfer students are offered 
admission into a specific year of the five-year Design sequence. 
Placement in the Design sequence is a condition of the offer 
of admission and not subject to further review or appeal. By 
accepting the offer of admission, the transfer student agrees to 
this placement and acknowledges his/her anticipated graduation 
date. There is no opportunity for transfer students to accelerate 
through the required Design sequence.
 Placement in the Design studio sequence is the only transfer 
credit evaluation made at the time of the offer of admission. Inde-
pendently of Design studio placement, transfer students must 
fulfill all of their B.Arch degree requirements either through 
transfer credit or by completing required and elective coursework 
here. Transfer credit evaluation for required and/or elective course-
work in the B.Arch curriculum, other than the Design studio, is the 
responsibility of the individual transfer student. Transfer students 
are required to have all other previous courses individually evalu-
ated for transfer credit. It may not be possible for transfer students 
to complete all academic coursework simultaneously with their 
Design studio requirements. It will be necessary for the matricu-
lating transfer student to successfully complete the design studio 
to which he or she is admitted, as well as all subsequent studios, 
as part of his or her degree requirements. The official academic 
transcript of a transfer student will be reviewed prior to the 
student’s first registration. This review will determine what, if any, 
additional coursework may be eligible for transfer credit.

Transfer Credit Incoming students who have completed college-
level academic work outside The Cooper Union may be eligible to 
receive transfer credit. Approval of transfer credit will be made by 
the appropriate dean or faculty based on transcripts from other 
schools and additional materials, including a course description, 
a course syllabus with topics and course requirements, a reading 
list and any quizzes, examinations, papers or projects, etc., that 
demonstrate the level, content and requirements of the course, 
as well as the student’s proficiency with the course topics. If 


