






Obituaries
Phyllis Belous Berger (ME’46) was
the first woman to graduate in
mechanical engineering from The
Cooper Union and went on to earn a
master’s in fluid mechanics from
Stevens Institute of Technology.
Throughout her career, she broke
through barriers for future genera-
tions of female engineers. She was
the first woman to serve on the New
York State Board of Examiners of
Professional Engineering and Land
Surveying, and was the first female
Chair of a state board anywhere in
the United States. At Bronx
Community College, she was elect-
ed chairwoman of the Engineering
Technologies Department, making
her the first woman to head an engi-
neering technology department in
New York. She was a founding mem-
ber of the Society for Women
Engineers. Berger was also the first
woman to receive a medal for
achievement in education from
Newark College of Engineering, as
well as an award from the New York
State Society of Professional
Engineers. In 1973, she was honored
with the President’s Citation from
The Cooper Union. Phyllis Belous
Berger died peacefully in her sleep
on July 16, 2011, surrounded by her
children Marsha and Peter, their
spouses Jonathan and Nina, and her
grandchildren Danny, Theo, Laura
and Lisa. She was preceded in death
by her husband Alex in 2005.

Lawrence Ratzkin (A’51) was a
prominent graphic designer noted
for his cunning visual solutions
honed down to their graphic essence.
His work earned repeated awards
from the American Institute of
Graphic Arts and others. During his
career, which spanned from 1960
into the early years of this century,
he produced thousands of book
jackets for the major American pub-
lishing houses, including Simon &
Schuster, Random House, E.P.
Dutton, Harper & Row, David
McKay, Putnam, Farrar Strauss and
Giroux, Knopf and William Morrow.
He designed book covers for such
celebrated authors as Joan Didion,
Letty Pogrebin, William Greider,
Arthur C. Clarke, Michael Korda,
Isaac Bashevis Singer, E.L.
Doctorow, Philip Roth, Bob
Woodward, Tom Clancy, John
Lennon, Oriana Fallaci, Tom Wolfe,
P.G. Wodehouse, S.J. Perelman,
Robert Penn Warren and Anthony
Burgess. Among his well-known
jackets are covers for A Mother’s
Kisses, Treblinka, The Selling of the
President 1968, The Progress of a
Crime, The Diary of a Rapist, In
Flanders Fields, Nam, Everything You
Always Wanted to Know About Sex*
But Were Afraid to Ask, and The Inner
City Mother Goose, for which he also
produced the visuals. He also
designed numerous covers for

Harper’s Magazine. Confronting
changes in the publishing industry,
Ratzkin initiated the group Graphic
Artists for Self-Preservation
(GASP!), which subsequently
merged with the Graphic Artists
Guild. Lawrence Ratzkin died on
May 18, 2011 at his home in
Manhattan. He is survived by his
son, Andrew, and his grandchildren
Michael, Benjamin and Camila.

After graduat-
ing from The
Cooper Union,
Ralph Lerner
(AR’74) earned
his master’s in
architecture

from Harvard University and went
on to work in the United States,
England, India, Brazil and China. He
taught at Princeton, Harvard, the
University of Westminster,
Polytechnic of Central London and
the University of Virginia. At
Princeton, he joined the faculty in
1984 and served as the Dean of the
School of Architecture from 1989 to
2002. He transferred to emeritus
status in 2008. In 2006, he became
Dean and Chair Professor at the
University of Hong Kong. Lerner
received five Progressive
Architecture Awards, including a
First Award for the Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts in New
Delhi, India, in 1987, and a PA
Citation for the Lower Manhattan
Financial District Plan in 2004. In
1990, he was honored with the
President’s Citation from The Cooper
Union. His work was exhibited at
the National Building Museum, the
Institute of Contemporary Art in
London and the Museum of Modern
Art. He participated in a design pro-
posal for the Olympic Village for the
2012 New York City Olympic bid.
Lerner served as a member of the
Cooper Union Alumni Council and
on its John Q. Hejduk Award
Committee. He was the director,
advisor or juror for numerous design
competitions, including the CCA
Prize Competition for the Design of
Cities, Architectural Design Awards
from the American Institute of
Architects and the City Lights Design
Competition for the NYC Depart-
ment of Design and Construction/
NYC Department of Transpor-
tation. Ralph Lerner passed away on
May 7, 2011. He is survived by his
wife, Lisa Fischetti; a son, Sigmund;
a daughter, Esther; a sister Judith
Lerner Brice; and two brothers, Alan
and Marc.

In Memoriam
Julia Edith Abrams A’31
Irwin Altman AR’31
John Amsler A’31
Michael A. Arciere AR’31
Ettore E. Arlotta AR’31
Marte Previti ChE’32
Frank Hillsberg A’33
John Forbes Binnie A’34
Albert Charles Bobat A’34
Joseph O’Brien CE’34
Elias Spanier CE’34/PDE’50
Christian A. Wamser ChE’34
Horton Knight Adams CE’35
Alfred A. Anastasia AR’35
Abraham Apatov AR’35
Julius Bernstein A’35
Otto Bjerke A’35
Gertrude McLaughlin Connor A’35
Joseph Cordaro A’35
Isador Cornacoff ChE’35
James Leonard Duncan CE’35
Ben Dworetsky A’35
Walter Eisele A’35
Paul W. Geyer CE’35
Hans Hallex A’35
Mary Zimmermacher A’35
Veronica Lapinski Pastorini A’36
Max Gordon ME’39
Philip E. Tobias ChE’39/PDE’46
Bertram J. Kane EE’40
Anthony Ferrara A’41
Kenneth E. Greenfield A’41
Milton Klein ME’42
Stanley Rogat EE’42
Richard R. Stech A’42
Horace A. Greene ChE’43
Pio Nardone ME’43
Florence Freundlich-Blum A’44
Virginia McNally Bascom A’45
Sam Ruvidich A’45
Phyllis Belous Berger ME’46
Dorothy Hymas Lueckoff A’46
John J. Debiec ChE’47
Norma Epstein A’47
Elliot S. Kohn ME’47
Benjamin Kroll ChE’47
Phyllis Strock A’48
Martin D. Corin ME’49
Joseph R. Pniewski AR’49
Jack Rubin EE’49
Lilly Hollander A’50
Louis B. Korosy ChE’50
James Lynch EE’51
Eugene Newman AR’51
Lawrence J. Ratzkin A’51
Dorothy A. Kopp A’52
Edward J. Kopp Jr. AR’52
Leonard N. Ross CE’52
Susan Elson Robinson A’53
Alan Wolsky A’53
Harold S. Bolsover Eng’54
Carl W. Garbe CE’54
Norman L. Reiffman CE’55
Arnold Geyzer ChE’57
Peter E. Rauch A’60
Sam S. Como EE’63
Stanley M. Blumenthal EE’64
George A. Parrino A’64
Ronald Harvey Ginsberg AR’67
Michael T. Fackovec ME’70
Rosalyn Yalow
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